Munchausen By Proxy

Identification, Intervention, and Case Management

Louisa J. Lasher and Mary S. Sheridan

This step-by-step guide will help you identify and manage cases of
this unique form of child or adult maltreatment!

Munchausen by proxy (MBP) is a dangerous kind of maltreatment in
which a caretaker deliberately and repeatedly exaggerates, fabri-
cates, and/or induces a physical or psychological/behavioural/
emotional problem in someone under his or her care. Munchausen
by Proxy: Identification, Intervention, and Case Management is the
first book to walk you step-by-step through a suspected MBP mal-
treatment case from suspicion onward. This skills-based, practical
book contains a thorough, up-to-date overview of MBP and includes
suggestions for identifying and reporting to appropriate agencies,
investigating and gathering evidence, and legal and court proce-
dures. Its easy readability and immediate applicability make this text
a valuable tool in identifying and preventing this form of child abuse.

Munchausen by Proxy is divided into three parts. The first covers the
definition of MBP, the role of the perpetrator and victim, and the
ethical issues affecting professionals, patients, and family. Part two
addresses case work from initial suspicions through the investigative
and confirmation/disconfirmation process. The third section is dedi-
cated to case planning and case management once MBP has been
confirmed, including intervention, immediate child protection, and
legal activities.

Those involved in a suspected or confirmed MBP case will learn

about:
. the limits of the DSM-IV as applied to MBP
° perpetrator-consistent characteristics
. the MBP situational suspicion indicators
. the inappropriateness of risk assessment tools developed for
ln“lsn l lnsnin other forms of maltreatment
E . the danger when MBP perpetrators realize they are under

] . and more!

This volume is generously enhanced with case examples, sample
forms, figures, and representative management plans. In Mun-

chausen by Proxy, authors Lasher and Sheridan—experts in MBP and
2004, 384 PP. child protection—have come together to fill the gap in the libraries
Hardback: 978-0-7890-1217-3, $ﬁﬁ $136 of anyone who may become involved with a MBP case. This includes

Paperback: 978-0-7890-1218-0, 554?95543.96 child protection and other child welfare professionals, law enforce-

ment, public and private physical and mental health care practitio-
WWW-rOUtledge-com/9780789012180 ners, school personnel, hospital staff, judges, lawyers, and social

workers.
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